
 The Fun Stuff
Jan 21-22    56th Annual Hiawatha Invitational
Jan 21         Pasta Dinner
Jan 29 Finnish Pancake Breakfast & Sleigh Ride
Feb 2  Snow Champs Chomp
Feb 4      Maple Syrup Stampede
Feb 11  Bon Soo Lantern Ski
Feb 20         Family Day Celebration
Feb 26  Mabel Lake Tour
Mar 10-11    Ontario Midget Championships 
   hosted by SFNSC   
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Need Info?  visit www.soofinnishnordic.com and www.hiawathahighlands.com

I nt r oducing...
Fi nni sh Pancakes

Imagine going for an invigorating ski at Hiawatha 
Highlands and coming back to the Kincentre for a warm 
drink, visiting with family and friends and enjoying some 

delicious homemade Finnish Pancakes.  This is the 
dream of some our Club members and this dream could 

become a reality.  
W e are looking into the feasibility of hiring staff to 

cook and serve Finnish Pancakes at the K incentre, every 
weekend.  This will not be a fundraiser but a chance to 
make the K incentre more of a meeting and gathering 

place.  At the moment busy Club members are looking 
into recipes, and costs.

I n order to try this out, we will be having our first  
Finnish Pancake Breakfast 

on Sunday, January 29th 
f r om 11 am !  1 pm

I f successful, we will hopefully see 
Finnish Pancakes on the menu for the 

rest of the winter.
Come on out on the 29th and give them a try!

Upcoming Club Time Trials
Sat Jan 21
Sun Feb 12
Sat Feb 25

The first club time trial of 2012 will be held 
during the 56th Annual Hiawatha Invitational

Format :   Classic Technique, Timed Interval Start
1st start:   12:30 pm (bib pick-up: 12:00 noon)!
Where:   Meet at Soo Finnish blue clubhouse 
Register:  Online at www.zone4.ca

for more information visit www.soofinnishnordic.com

Soo Finnish Nordic Ski Club NEWS

Free Family Sleigh Ride 

at Mockingbird Hill Farm

In conjunction with the 

Finnish Pancake Breakfast

on Sun Jan 29th 

Hop on Farmer Bob's sleigh 

Heading out at 12 noon 

and again at 1pm 
Hosted by Hiawatha Highlands 

Jackrabbit News
   This yearÕs Jackrabbit Program kicked off on Dec 17th with one of the 
largest groups of jackrabbits ever!  This year we have 149 children 
enrolled in Bunnyrabbit, Jackrabbit, Track Attack and Racing Rabbits!  To 
coach all of these kids, we have 42 enthusiastic coaches and co-coaches.  
That is almost 1 coach for every 3 children – fantastic!  Despite the 
limited snow, we've had lots of little smiling faces on Saturday mornings 
to kick off our 2012 Jackrabbit season. 
   Keep an eye out for our Racing Rabbits, furthering their ski techniques 
with Coach John Santana, as you take a night ski on Thursdays. Maybe 
your children (currently in Level 3, 4 or 5) will want to register next year!  
Talk to Coach John if you have any questions about Racing Rabbits.
   Upcoming exciting events for the Jackrabbit program will include:

Jan 28 - Sprint Day #1
Feb 18 - Sprint Day #2

Mar 3 - Jackrabbit Olympics
  A huge thank you and congratulations on a job well 
done go out to Joanna MacDougall and Mary Catherine Glibota who 
have done a fantastic job organizing the program, yet again, this year!!  

January 2012



- page 2-

Pasta Dinner
Sat Jan 21st

5-7pm
Westminster Hall, 134 Brock St

Adults $10
Children 6-10 $4

5 & under free
Great homemade meal, Excellent pies for dessert

Silent auction, Fun evening with other skiing families
Tickets from any RaceTeam member or at the Kincentre

We still need Silent Auction items!  
Donations accepted at the Kincentre.

Snow Champs Chomp 
Pavilion of Algoma's Water Tower Inn

Thursday Feb 2nd, 2012
Reception 5:30, Dinner 6:30

Bring your family and friends and come out and enjoy a 
fun evening with all kinds of skiing friends; cross-country, 
downhillers and snowboarders. There will be an exciting 
Live Auction, a Silent Auction and Door Prizes galore to 

win for the fun of being there.  The meal is graciously 
being donated by Jim Hilsinger. 

This will be a major fundraiser for our club.  For the past 
four years SFN has earned approximately $3,500 each year 

for our club, based on ticket and auction sales! 
Tickets $25 for Adults, $15 for Students/Children

Tickets are available from any Junior or Senior Race team 
member.  For more information, or to make a donation to 

the Snow Champs Chomp Auction please contact: 
Lora at lora.1209@hotmail.com 

Tracey at randtgingras@yahoo.ca or 
Cindy at cindyandmikeh@shaw.ca.

What are the Ontario Midget 
Championships and why is Soo Finnish 
hosting them?
 As in other sports, in ski racing, participants race against 
others of similar age.  In Ontario, race team members aged 14 and 
over typically race in Ontario Cup (O-Cup) races.  While these events 
generally have categories for Midgets (ages 13-14 for boys, and ages 
12-13 for girls as of Dec 31, 2011)  O-Cup races can be quite large 
and intimidating for the younger racers.  
 Five years ago Cross Country Ontario decided to hold an 
annual event for the younger Midget-aged racers.  This event is 
called the Ontario Midget Championships.  It's focus is on fun.  It's 
purpose is to give the younger skiers a chance to try out racing in a 
fun environment and to meet other youngsters from across Ontario.
This year Soo Finnish Nordic is very lucky to be hosting these 
championships.  Besides providing our club and our sport with local 
exposure, it gives our younger skiers the chance to try out racing on 
their own turf and to have the support of family and friends cheering 
them on!
 The Ontario Midget Championships will be held the first 
weekend of the March Break (March 10-11) at Hiawatha Highlands.  
The format that is currently being planned includes skate mass start 
and relay races on Saturday and a timed interval classic technique 
race on Sunday.  On Saturday night there will be a fun banquet for 
all the kids with lots of prizes in every age category. The age group 
categories that will be available at the Midget Championships will be 
Midgets (defined above) and Pee Wees (ages 9-12 for boys and ages 
9-11 for girls, as of Dec 31).  Children who are younger than these 
age group categories, and who are advanced for their age can 'race 
up' if they wish.
 We encourage all jackrabbits who meet these age category 
criteria to take advantage of this great opportunity to learn a bit 
about racing and to have some fun with kids from across Ontario.
For more information contact the Midget Championships Chief of 
Competition, Kevin Hogan at janis.kevinhogan@gmail.com, or the 
Competition Secretary, Jim Mihell at bmihell@shaw.ca.
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Soo Finnish's Jack Carlyle Wants to 
go to Turkey!

The NorAm Canada Cup opened Thursday in Whistler,
with skiers racing the Selection Races for the World 
Junior and U23 Championships in Erzurm, Turkey, Feb 
20-26.  There are 4 male spots and 4 female spots 
available for the Canadian World Junior Team that will 
travel to Turkey.  Jack Carlyle (who currently trains with 
the National Development Centre in Thunder Bay) is in 
Whistler with his NDC team racing in the Junior Men 
category. Thursday featured an exciting 20 km 
Skiathlon race.  This started with 10 km of classic and 
then the athletes transitioned to skate equipment for the 
second 10km leg. The Teck sprint skate event is on 
Saturday and an individual classic 15km race on 
Sunday. You can follow the 2012 Haywood NA 
Trials/ Callaghan Valley, Whistler BC results on 
www.zone4.ca. Jack's results are posted under the 
name John Carlyle & you'll see the Soo Finnish name 
there beside him!  We are so excited to have a Soo 
Finnish skier racing in the big leagues!
 Good Luck Jack! The whole club is behind you!


